[Significance of human papillomaviruses (HPV) in sinonasal papillomas].
The present study comprises 43 patients with sinonasal papillomas operated on between 1990 and 1997 at the ENT Department, University Hospital of Zurich. Histology showed 5 cases of exophytic papilloma (EP) (12%), 34 cases of inverted papilloma (IP) (79%) including 4 cases of associated carcinoma (9%), and 4 cases of columnar cell papilloma (CCP) (9%). Recurrence developed in 6 of 41 patients (2 EP, 4 IP) (15%). HPV was detected in 4 of 37 specimens (11%) both by in situ hybridization (ISH) and polymerase chain reaction (PCR). HPV-11 was found in 3 lesions (2 EP, 1 IP), whereas HPV-6b was detected only in one lesion (1 EP). Altogether 3 of 5 EP (60%), one of 29 IP (3%) and one of 6 recurrent papillomas (1 EP) (17%) tested positive for HPV. Our findings suggest a possible role for HPV in the pathogenesis of exophytic papilloma. As no correlation was found with associated malignancy and recurrence of disease, screening for HPV seems not to be useful as a prognostic parameter.